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Day 1 – Friday, 3 June, 2016
9.30 – 10.30
Plenary Session 1
Conference Room “Pod Kruki”
Ground floor

Rhacel Salazar Parreñas
University of Southern California
Chair: Krystyna Slany
Jagiellonian University
Who Cares for the Children?
Gender and Transnational Families
Rhacel Salazar Parreñas is Professor of Sociology and Gender Studies at the University of
Southern California. She is currently a Deutsche Bank Member at the Institute for Advanced
Study. She was previously in the faculty at Brown University, University of California-Davis, and
University of Wisconsin, Madison. She is known for her work on women's labor and migration in
economic globalization. She has received more than 100 invitations to share her work at
universities, government and nongovernmental institutions, and research think-tanks
throughout the United States, Europe and Asia, including the United Nations and the U.S. Civil
Rights Commission. Her research has been featured in various news media outlets including
NPR's The World, Bloomberg News, the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, de Volkskrant, and
American Prospect. Her dissertation was made into a documentary, The Chain of Love (2000), by
the public broadcasting station VPRO-TV in the Netherlands.
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10.45 – 12.30
Panel 1
Conference Room
“Pod Kruki”
Ground floor

Chair: Paula Pustułka
Jagiellonian University
Transnational family lives across borders
Rebecca Kay, Paulina Trevena
University of Glasgow
Settlement choices and everyday family practices of Central and East European families
in Scotland
Our recent research on experiences of migration and settlement among Central and East
European (CEE) migrants living in Scotland (SSAMIS project, University of Glasgow, 2013-2017,
http://www.gla.ac.uk/research/az/gramnet/research/ssamis/) has involved in depth
interviews with over 200 migrants in both urban (Glasgow and Aberdeen) and rural (Angus and
Aberdeenshire) locations. This paper offers insight from the research into the settlement choices
and everyday family practices of CEE families.
While in the first years following the 2004 EU Enlargement, migration from CEE
countries to Scotland was dominated by single males, a few years later family migration had
become the dominating trend. This trend has continued since with networks of family/friends
becoming ever more important in the migration and settlement process. Many of the CEE
families arriving in Scotland initially do not plan to stay in the country ‘for good’; plans for
longer term or permanent stay in particular urban/rural locations within Scotland usually
develop over time and result from recognising the opportunity to achieve a ‘normal life’ on the
one hand, and barriers to return on the other. CEE migrants highly value the basic security
Scotland/the UK offers them and their families: work opportunities, access to social housing,
access to family (as well as in- and out-of-work) benefits. These provide migrants with a feeling
of stability, which was often not achievable in their home countries. On the other hand, there are
serious barriers to return, such as lack of (affordable) housing back home, difficult labour
market (lack of job opportunities and low wage level), or stark differences between European
education systems. In many ways, children are key to parents’ settlement decisions, not only
because of issues around schooling but also because children who are growing up in Scotland
develop a strong sense of belonging there and it is Scotland that is their ‘real’ home.
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Nóra Kovács
Minority Studies Institute, Centre for Social Sciences,
Hungarian Academy of Sciences
Chinese migrants’ childcare strategies in Hungary since the early 1990s: fostering
arrangements and some consequences
Literature on the Chinese Diaspora in Hungary, a relatively new migrant community
established during the 1990s, often refers briefly to the phenomenon that newcomer Chinese
migrant families’ young children are sent to live with paid Hungarian foster parents; however,
this phenomenon has not been addressed by social scientific scholarship. This fostering
arrangement involving a wide range of forms in terms of time and space spent with Hungarian
childminders has been born out of Chinese entrepreneurs’ need to dedicate themselves full time
to their business activities, and out of the desire that their young family members learn
Hungarian and the Hungarian ways relatively quickly.
This small-scale and qualitative research is based on fieldwork and interviews made
with foster families and second-generation young Chinese adults with childhood experiences of
Hungarian foster parents. Fieldwork has identified foster parents who have been dedicated to
this activity for nearly two decades. The study aims to explore the workings of the informal
system of fostering arrangements with special attention paid to the socio-cultural profile of
migrants and hosts involved; to the conditions and content of the agreement; and to the ongoing
negotiations between Chinese parents and Hungarian childminders. The paper will discuss how
multi-layered experiences Chinese children gained in the homes of their host families involve
a strong emotional component for both parties; how intimacy creates tangible interethnic
contact and shapes relations between migrants and hosts; and how these experiences influence
second generation migrants’ identity and sense of belonging.

Aleksandra Galasińska
University of Wolverhampton
‘Because of my family’. Meta-narratives and counter-narratives of family role in in postenlargement (re-)migration context
Recent scholarship on post-enlargement migration shows that the family left behind is
perceived as one of the most important factors which migrants take into account while
considering, or making decisions about, a (potential) return. By the same token, it is also a key
reason to visit their homeland. In my paper I will investigate how migrants who decided to go
back to Poland narrate the role of their family in the process of remigration. In particular I would
like to focus on returns, which are perceived by narrators as problematic or unsuccessful. As
I am interested in the complexity of family discourse in migrants’ narratives, my paper is based
on two sets of data gathered in two complementary research projects. The first nethnographic
study examines a number of entries on an internet forum, triggered by newspaper reports and
articles related to (re)-migration in the on-line issues of the ‘Gazeta Wyborcza’, which I have
been gathering since 2004. Mediated data has been coupled with semi-structured interviews
with returnees, collected during an ethnographic project conducted in 2013. Preliminary
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analysis shows that there are different narratives with regards to the family role in the case of
problematic remigrations. Usually, those who made the decision to return ‘independently’, see
family in Poland as a stabilising factor. However, when the trigger for return came from family
left behind, stories became more complex, difficult and challenging.

Maria Rosario T. de Guzman
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
“Pamilya”: Notions of Filipino family life in the context of migration
In traditional Filipino society, the family plays a central role in the everyday lives of
individuals. Family lineage descends through bilateral kinship, and close ties typically involve
both extended family (e.g., aunts, cousins, grandparents) and non-kin relations defined through
the “compadrazgo” system where relations emerge through friendship, obligations, and
reciprocal ties; or institutionalized through religious rites such as baptism. For an increasing
number of Filipinos, however, this traditional model of the “Filipino family” is undergoing
a profound re-working. As a result of heightened work-related migration over the last four
decades, long-distance family life has become a reality for an increasing number of Filipino
families that now operate across vast distances. In this paper we examine how “Filipino family
life” shifts in the context of migration and long distance family life. We propose to present
preliminary findings from two ongoing projects. In one study, we examine how Filipino migrants
in Poland re-define their notions of family and community, including how they negotiate long
distance family life and how they re-make family in Poland. In the second study, we examine
how Filipino parents in the United States negotiate their notions of family, parenting, and
socialization when the caregiving setting and predominant socialization strategies diverge from
the traditional Filipino context (e.g., their extended family is absent, typical parenting practices
are different). This qualitative study utilizes a phenomenological approach with methods that
are informed by Sikolohiyang Pilipino (Pe-Pua & Protacio-Marcelino, 2000) – an indigenous
approach to examining experiences among Filipinos and an indigenous lens through which one
can interpret data. Discussion will highlight how Filipino culture and beliefs inform coping
strategies employed by migrants and the impact of long-distance family life on the Filipino
family.

Charlotte Melander
Oksana Shmulyar - Gréen
Sociology and Work Science Department, Gothenburg University
Parenting and mobility in the EU: constructing dependency and civic stratification
through the EU family benefits in Sweden
Post-enlargement EU labour migration has increasingly moved to the centre of research
and public debates in the EU member states. Policy approaches to free movement of individuals
within the EU give their primacy to paid work and economic benefits of mobility, while
neglecting to consider the added challenges that migration poses to migrants with family
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obligations. This article seeks to investigate how the Swedish welfare state determines parental
rights of the migrant EU nationals through the implementation of the EU family benefits. Sweden
is an interesting example of a state that has simultaneously an open-door policy towards labour
mobility and it stands out for its liberal family provision schemes compared to other EU
countries. The object of the analysis is on how transnational parenting across the EU borders, is
institutionalized and articulated in the Swedish national policies on family provisions and
residence rights. Drawing on Bacchi’s analytical approach to policy as a discourse, a core issue of
the analysis is how labour migrants who are parents become subjects of the policies that impose
constrains on who are considered to be members of ‘the migrant family’ and its eligibility for
social support. The article argues that in contrast to the Swedish welfare ideology, partners and
children of the working migrants are treated as their direct “dependents” and are entitled to
family provisions only as dependent family members and not as autonomous individuals. The
emphasis on dependency carries with it further challenges for migrant families, whose civic
rights are conditional and highly stratified according to the working migrant residence and
employment statuses in Sweden.
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13.30 – 14.30
Plenary Session 2
Conference Room
“Pod Kruki”
Ground floor

Daniel Briggs
Universidad Europea de Madrid
Chair: Randi Waerdahl
Agder Research
Families here, there and everywhere: Refugee families, border stories and coping
mechanisms in a time of forced displacement

Daniel Briggs is a researcher, writer and inter-disciplinary academic who uses
ethnography to study social problems. He has written Deviance and Risk on holiday: An
ethnography of British tourists in Ibiza (2013 Palgrave MacMillan) and Crack Cocaine Users:
High Society and Low Life in South London (2012 Routledge). He is also the editor of The
English Riots of 2011: A Summer of Discontent (2012 Waterside Press), and Daniel has also coauthored Riots and Political Protest (2015 Palgrave MacMilan), Culture and Immigration in
Context (2014 Palgrave MacMilan) and Assessing the Use and Impact of Anti-Social Behaviour
Orders (2007 Policy Press). He is currently writing a book based on 18 months of
ethnographic study in Spain’s principle drug market in the Cañada Real Galiana and another on
social mobility across Europe. He is also undertaking ongoing research across Europe on the
refugee crisis. Daniel lives and works in Madrid, Spain.
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14.45 – 16.30
Panel 2
Conference Room
“Pod Kruki”
Ground floor
Chair: Magdalena Ślusarczyk
Jagiellonian University
Sociologies and Ethnographies of Refuge

Marta Szczepanik
Graduate School for Social Research of the Polish Academy of Sciences,
Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights
Are women and children the only refugees who matter? The gendered concept of a
refugee as part of media coverage of the migration crisis
In this paper I focus on some aspects of media coverage of the recent migration crisis to
define the most powerful conceptualisations of the refugee figure. Reports from the most tragic
episodes of this crisis were saturated with images of suffering children and with statistics
indicating the number of children and women among the casualties. Very few reports portrayed
men as family members, often grieving the loss of the loved ones. Much more often than as
victims, however, during the last months men were presented as dangerous collective – barbaric
groups of strong, aggressive and malicious people. These narratives questioned not only the
right to claim asylum but also manhood itself of those who, supposedly, had departed from their
countries leaving their women and children behind. This mediatised conceptualisation of ‘a true
refugee’ as primarily female and minor is highly problematic. It is at odds not only with the legal
definition of refugee as in the Geneva Convention of 1951 but also with what is known about the
total character of modern conflicts. While the vulnerability of women and children is often at
centre of media attention, there is a tendency to neglect the fact that wars, increasingly
ethnicised, are humanitarian situations affecting the entire populations.
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Nausikaa Schirilla
Katholische Hochschule Freiburg
The discourse on “good” and “bad” refugees in political recent debates in Germany
Refugees’ studies show that the term refugee is changing according to political
constellations. Since 2015 about 1,2 million new refugees have entered Germany, they are
seeking asylum and waiting to get the refugee status. Most were heartily welcomed by German
population, politics and media – but there was and is also hostility towards refugees. The policy
of the German government was to pass legislation that is very restrictive for some refugees
mostly from Balkan country and very positive for refugees from the middle East. Law, politics
and the media create and reproduce a discourse on “good” (useful and needy) and bad
(deceiving) refugees that show the dependence of the term on political situation.

Alexia Bloch
University of British Columbia
Migrant and Refugee Families in Fortress Russia
Scholarship around refugees and undocumented migrants is often treated as separate
bodies of literature. However, these works converge in important ways when examining the
plight of refugee children and the children of undocumented migrants, the numbers of which are
growing significantly across Europe, as well as in Russia. This paper builds on an expanding
scholarship of what some have called the “1.5 generation”--when migrants’ children are caught
between their sense of identity in one country, and their official illegal status there (Gonzalez
and Chavez 2012; Willen 2005)—and an important set of work on children and statelessness
(Bhabha 2012; Constable 2014). In particular, this paper examines one key challenge Syrian
refugee families and their children, along with central Asian labour migrants and their children,
face in Russia: securing education for their children. The Russian state officially permits noncitizens to attend school; however, at the local level a myriad of impediments, including
impossible requirements for proof of residency, work to effectively prevent many refugee and
migrant children from pursuing even a primary school education. The paper considers the
strategies families deploy to secure a modicum of educational opportunities for their children,
whether through NGOs, churches, or community groups, and the repeated efforts by the Russian
state to thwart these efforts. This paper is based on ethnographic research conducted in spring
2015 and 2016 Moscow, Russia, among central Asian labour migrants and Syrian refugees, as
well as in several organizations, which seek to assist them.
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Aneta Krzyworzeka-Jelinowska
Inter-Faculty Institute for Social Science (ISS), Warsaw University
Calais Camp as a French Long Time Failure?
For the last decade, Calais Camp (“Jungle” Camp) has been treated as a crucially
uncomfortable issue for the French Government. In fact, the refugee camp was prepared in 1999,
in small town called Sangatte (the north of region named Pas-de-Calais), close to English
Channel, in favour of the immigrants willing to travel to Great Britain. The camp was demolished
in 2002 as a result of President Nicolas Sarkozy decision. In the opinion several NGO's,
associations and journalists, the manner of that act was outrageous and exaggerated.
In the meantime, a land close to Calais Harbour has became once again an area of
immigrants wanted to get to the UK. Creating from some rubbish, “Jungle” Calais has created
heavy social problems both inside camp and outside. Therefore, it was dismantled in 2009. From
that time, unfailing crowd of people is trying to hide up illegally in the transport going to the
United Kingdom.
In my presentation I would like to take an overview on French public policy with regard
to Calais immigrants issues. Firstly, I intend to look over some critical decisions and inter – social
debates. Moreover, I want to bring closer local Calais citizens perspective. Secondly, my
intention is to focus on women's situation whereas their population is estimated on 10% in the
“Jungle” Camp. As a highly non-protected and vulnerable they become firstly traffic victims.
To sum up, my aim will be to evoke and share some critiques of French sociology on this
subject. Taking into regards French long-time perspective of that issue I would look forward to
their approach and results of their social research.
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14.45 – 16.30
Panel 3
Conference Room
“Panoramiczna”
5th floor
Chair: Anna Horolets
University of Gdańsk
Social remittances

Krystian Heffner
Technical University of Opole
Brygida Solga
Governmental Research Institute - Silesian Institute in Opole
Social consequences of international migration in the regions
It can be observed that after 2004. More and more regions in Poland realize the impact of
migration on the demographic potential, on the development of regional economy and social
development, and even cultural. Progressively the migration outflow becomes a significant
factor shaping the challenges and prospects of development of regions. Changes in the social
sphere are one of the most important consequences of foreign migration outflow. Research
carried out in the period 2004-2014 suggests that an intensified trip significantly reduce the
social and entrepreneurship activity of migrants. Whereas positive impact on the growth of
a foreign language familiarity, easy networking and a greater openness to new information and
challenges. Although, one does not notice that due to foreign circular migration significantly
increased innovativeness migrants.
However, among migrants and their family members can grow a sense of social security
(E.g. arises the possibility of savings, accumulate a certain part of the funds in pension fund etc).
In migration regions, the problem of increasing expenditures spent on elderly care is indicated
by the welfare institutions. Particularly it is visible in the regions with long-term tradition of out
migration, where many families have been separated. The main reason is the significant share of
permanent migration that enhances the number of older lone parents with children living
abroad. In the drain regions emerges problem of a greater activation of public institutions and
non-governmental organizations towards the supporting people returning from abroad.
Psychology workshops to facilitate the work with socially excluded re-migrants because of
difficulties in acclimatization after returning, or workshops in the career counseling, are among
to the range of many tools that can be used in an effective socio-professional reintegration of reemigrants. The aim of the article is to identify and assessment of selected - positive and negative
- social consequences of the post-accession foreign migration processes, important from the
point of view of regional development.
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Izabela Grabowska
Justyna Sarnowska
Marta Buler
Centre of Migration Research, University of Warsaw,
University of Social Sciences and Humanities in Warsaw (SWPS)
Social remittances into family lives in an enlarged EU
Social remittances as coined by Levitt (1998 and later) are all non-financial ‘assets’
circulated by migrants across various social spheres. One of them relates to the family life. Social
remittances consider transfers of ideas, practices, codes of behaviour, values, norms and social
capital between destination and origin. Main aims of this paper are: (i) to identify and catalogue
‘family’ social remittances both in historical sociological migration writings and in postaccession migration studies; (ii) to reconstruct the process of transfer of social remittances into
the lives of families (including transnational families); and (iii) to show the outcomes of transfer
of social remittances in family lives. The paper is based on the novel methodology of
transnational multisited qualitative longitudinal research conducted from 2012 to 2015
between various localities in Poland and UK. Firstly, with this methodology we haven’t
predetermined that social remittances will be find in researched communities and families but
we approached them with the inquiry into their migration experiences and their eventual
effects. ‘Family social remittances’ appeared naturally in our study. Secondly, the undertaken
methodological approach capturing migrants from the same communities at two ends of
migration chain (both in Poland and UK) constitute our answer to the call ‘to go beyond
methodological nationalism’ (Wimmer and Glick Schiller 2002).

Patrycja Kniejska
Catholic University of Applied Sciences
When Work Becomes Family: Function and Dynamics of the „Professional
Familiarisation“ in Transnational Domestic Care Network between Poland and
Germany
In Germany, many Polish women are employed in domestic care. Consequently,
transnational aspects of domestic care pose challenges for migrant care workers (employees),
German families (employers) as well as other players in the care setting. Care work structure
and intensity create dependences and relationships, which go far beyond the employeremployee relationship and often lead to professional familiarisation of the employment
relationships. However, function and dynamics of these tightening relationships have not been
addressed.
In this study, based on a running research project, we aimed at detailed analysis and
understanding of different perspectives on the migrant care worker perceived as quasi-family
member and we show functions and dynamics of this classification for every single player in the
care setting.
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The goal of the project is to characterize migrant care workers’ life and work conditions
with use of the so-called multi-level approach [Mehrebenenansatz]. Furthermore, we develop
interventions for improvement of working conditions and cooperation in the care setting. For
the purpose of this study, 25 problem-centred semi-structured interviews with migrant care
workers (called in project LiveIns), German families, professionals in ambulatory care and 9
exploratory talks with drop-in centres were carried out.
The data analysis showed that professional familiarisation plays an important role in
care work and can lead to care workers’ exploitation or can contribute positively to care
workers’ efforts. Moreover, professional familiarisation influences migrants’ work satisfaction
and allows to compensate their homesickness or lack of qualifications, e.g. poor German
language skills. All these functional constellations and dynamics are presented as an interactive
graphical map. This comprehensive characterisation creates a base for political discussions and
encourages activities that are needed to define and regulate the so called “transnational 24h
care” further.

Bartłomiej Walczak
University of Warsaw, Sӧderntӧrn University
Transmission of the culture of migration: growing up to the transnationalism
Today’s students of primary, secondary and high schools represent a generation that has
grown up during a period of significant mobility of Poles. Both pre- and post- EU accession
migration involved large share of their parents, siblings, relatives and members of local
communities. Widespread experience of transnationalism raises a question about the strength of
the culture of migration in Poland.
Migration does not occur in vacuum. The factors shaping the culture of migration arise
from several areas. First of all, the culture of migration is connected with gender ideologies as
well as with cultural constructs of the family and the parental roles. These symbolic spheres are
reflected within the discourse, but are also visible on a micro level, establishing motivations,
shaping migrants’ strategies and performance of transnational parenting. For the second
domain, class and economy plays a crucial role as a push-out factor and as a mediator of the
experience of transnationalism. The culture of migration is also influenced by the state, which
impact mobility through its different agendas (sometimes performing contradictory activities).
On the micro level we can also distinguish an influence of local context – local cultures of
migrations, social networks and experience of growing up in transnational families.
Presentation will be based on the all-country survey on random sample of 4169 students
I conducted with the Ombudsman for the Child Right in 2014.
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Sara Bojarczuk
Trinity College Dublin
Polish mothers in Ireland- a study of the role of transnational social networks support
in managing care and employment
Mothers experience great pressure trying to balance their lives between childcare and
employment (Russell, 2009). In Ireland, formal childcare is expensive and supply is limited
(OECD 2014) constituting informal care arrangements as crucial for many working mothers. For
native families, care provided by locally based kin is often the most prevailing form of informal
childcare. This option is not available for most migrant mothers due to the lack of presence of
family members to support them in this regard (Roeder et al., 2014). Thus when a robust social
network would have proven beneficial when becoming a mother, women struggle to provide the
adequate time to create and maintain it due to the necessity of returning to employment. In
order to assess the role of transnational social support networks, this paper investigates how do
migrant mothers build and maintain their networks (locally and transnationally), as well as how
do they elicit support from such networks. The research incorporates semi-structured
interviews and maps of ego-centric social networks build around the support and childcare
organisation among Polish working mothers living in Dublin. A map, as visual and participatory
tool systematically explores complex relationships with other people and family members. The
weak ties of friendship have proven of utmost importance for migrants in the host country.
While weak ties available immediately for local support can be based on obligation, direct
exchange or friendship- strong ties often become a virtual tie providing emotional and at
distance support. Nonetheless, transnational ties have proven to be crucial in prolonger
childcare support positioning ‘floating grandmothers’ at the forefront of transnational social
support.
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16.45 – 18.15
Panel 4
Conference Room
“Pod Kruki”
Ground floor
Chair: Agnieszka Trąbka
Jagiellonian University
Children in mobility

Halina Grzymała-Moszczyńska
Joanna Grzymała-Moszczyńska
Joanna Durlik
Paulina Szydłowska
Jagiellonian University
Are they really going back home? (Un)easy situation of return migrants’ children
The main goal of the presented project was to describe the situation of school-aged
children who return to Poland after several years of life abroad. We intended to explore the topic
form different perspectives and to capture the dynamic changes that happen in home and school
environment of these children. Our research sample consisted of 34 children, 27 parents and 25
teachers. We conducted individual semi-structured interviews about life abroad and life since
return to Poland and about children’ adaptation to Polish educational system.
In our analyses we mainly focused on child's attitudes toward coming (back) to Poland
and on the question how the adaptation to new Polish school was perceived by a child, his/her
caregiver and teacher. Based on our results, we reached several important conclusions, some of
which we present below. Firstly, we observed that majority of the youngest children in our
sample expressed positive attitude towards coming to Poland; re- uniting with family members
was most welcome by them. Teenagers were more critical towards parent's (mostly mothers')
decision about return to Poland.
Another important finding of our study was that most teachers lacked relevant
competencies, which seemed essential to work with children with diverse cultural and linguistic
experience; they also rarely could facilitate children integration with a new class.
Our third observation was that linguistic competencies of children were frequently
misdiagnosed, since fluency in spoken Polish language was misinterpreted as broad proficiency.
Therefore children did not receive relevant support from school, although they often
demonstrated severe difficulties with comprehension of e.g. academic vocabulary specific for
school subjects such as math, history etc. Also a kind of lack of cultural competency and
unfamiliarity with school rules disadvantaged the returning children in a peer group.
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In our presentation we will present factors contributing to their current situation and
recommendations concerning amelioration of that state of affairs.

Łukasz Albański
Małgorzata Krywult-Albańska
Pedagogical University of Cracow
Constructing undocumented immigrant childhood
This paper considers the concept of undocumented immigrant childhood from the
perspective of sociology. In doing so, it aims to complement different areas of study on
undocumented immigrant childhood such as legal studies or political sciences to better
understand the complexity of the undocumented immigrant childhood concept. As a discipline
from which to consider the undocumented immigrant childhood concept, sociology offers a good
vantage point for examining certain tensions between a taint of being undocumented and
classified as a minor. Sociology provides a significant insight into the situation that children are
in; especially it affects its socially peripheral position as minors, but significantly symbolic role
as future adults in every society. The childbirth in a cultural environment provides a strong
sense of legitimacy. A child born to parents belonging to a certain group is reasonably likely to
be perceived as a legitimate member of the group. It appears that the connection between
children and their cultural identities is commonly understood as a form of quasi-genetic
relations, inherited by children through blood ties.
At the core of this belief lie the contradiction between immigration laws and the
classification of children as illegal aliens. Although undocumented immigrant children have been
recognized as invisible victims of immigration restrictions, it does not provide the greater
recognition of their inherent rights as children. The intersectionality of being a minor and
undocumented places them in a precarious position as a minority group and rights holders.
These children are distinctly perceived by their origins and they are left with the disadvantage of
their uncertain future. Moreover, the challenges of living as undocumented immigrant children
effect on integration into institutions and access to basic social rights. The effects on the legal
and social contexts of undocumented immigrant children and their complex and contradictory
transition from adolescence to adulthood will show the exclusionary mechanism of creating
a permanent underclass of children.

Stella Strzemecka
Jagiellonian University
Living in a Social Stride: Polish Migrant Children Growing up in Norway
Norway has become a country in which fundamental social changes take place. Now it is
a place where what was once relatively uniform, has recently been transformed into a multicultural and multi-religious. However, despite this ‘super-diversity’ (Vertovec 2007), it is
estimated that Poles form the largest group of foreigners living in Norway (SSB 2016).
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While migrating, adults as well as children experience that the world known to them
became distant, replaced by something new, and maybe even incomprehensible to some extent.
Polish children migrating to Norway with their parents suffer between competing sets of
expectations, arising from the norms, values and patterns of behaviour from the sending and the
receiving country. In this context, some children may feel disoriented about how they are
supposed to behave and that can affect their developmental outcomes (Wise and Sanson 2000).
The paper is based on the TRANSFAM project’s sub-study entitled Children’s experience
of growing up transnationally. The analysis is grounded in the semi-structured interviews with
children aged 6 to 13, born in Poland, and living permanently in Norway, Sentence Completion
Method, as well as in the observation of children’s rooms.
By adopting transnational paradigm (e.g. Bryceson and Vuorela 2002; Parreñas 2005;
Vertovec 2009), Ecological Systems Theory (Bronfenbrenner 1979), and Overlapping Spheres of
Influences (e.g. Epstein 1987, 1995), I will explore migrant children’s experiences on their
functioning in Polish-Norwegian ‘space of transnationality’ (Jackson et al. 2004). I am interested
in what the children see as differences and how they interpret them, as well as how to cope with
competitive expectations in new society. The main goal of this paper is to understand the
complex of socialization experiences by transnational children and how these experiences can
affect their adult life.

Izabela Czerniejewska
The Centre for Migration Research, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
Families on the move. The perspective of children in the school context
The presentation is based on the study, which was undertaken in the frame of the project
“Family on the move: protecting transnational family rights in Europe: POLAND”, executed by
the Polish Migration Forum Foundation. The aim of the research was to analyse the situation of
children from Polish transnational families, with one or both parents working and living abroad.
It was conducted in November and December 2014 in three Polish towns. I will focus on the case
of Gniezno (Wielkopolska region), where I undertook my part of research, but I will provide also
comparable data of two other places.
Studying the influence of migration on families we focus mostly on schools, we consider
school environment as one of the crucial centres of social life in local communities. Schools are
strongly related to family situation of their students. I would like to present how the children
from transnational families are perceived by the schools, how they are “defined” by teachers,
and what kind of the difficulties school workers face. I will give examples of challenges in
collecting data by some schools and the impact of gathering such statistics on the process of
recognizing what is a transnational family in the school. The consequences of migrations are
seen mostly as negative, but some teachers already present more positive approach. Good
practices, recommendations and ideas of how the school workers can act in specific situations
will be presented.
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16.45 – 18.15
Panel 5
Conference Room
“Panoramiczna”
5th floor

Chair: Łukasz Krzyżowski
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, AGH University
Legalities and practicalities of migration and refuge

Witold Klaus
Polish Academy of Sciences
Families as a collective abuser. A case of violence within Chechen families residing in
Poland
When we think about a family as a social institution we usually perceive it as a source of
strength for an individual, a source of different kinds of support - emotional, social or economic.
On most occasions the family manages to play these roles successfully. This role grows and
becomes more important in the case of migration. When an individual doesn't have social
networks in a new society, they can rely only on themselves and their family. Thanks to the
current possibilities in the area of connecting people, e.g using different kinds of new
technologies, an individual can be in constant contact with their family, even when they remain
in the country of origin (Beck, Beck-Gernsheim 2013).
In the case of Chechen migration to Poland the family plays a crucial role. It is because of
family’s closeness, which we can observe within this culture and which affects Chechen women
in particular. But it is also because of the weakness of the Polish welfare system. Without
constant economic assistance from the members of the family (left in Chechnya or residing in
the other EU country) it is almost impossible to support a big family, with a number of children
in Poland (Łukasiewicz 2011).
Yet, the family could be also seen as an oppressor. Especially when its role is so extended
that it affects all the aspects of life (like in the Chechen culture). In my paper I would like to
present different forms of the family's influence on a woman's choices in the Chechen families in
Poland. I will focus on the dark side of these practices, including the decision of choosing
a woman's life partner or of leaving or staying with her abusive husband.
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Aleksandra Jolkina
Queen Mary, University of London
Europeanisation of families? Marriages of Convenience and EU Free Movement Law
The transformation of the EU from an economic to a political community has manifested
itself in the introduction of the EU citizenship, as well as creation of a general right to permanent
residence for EU citizens and their family members. The 2004 and 2007 enlargements have
further contributed to an increase in intra-EU migration. Yet, some Member States have
expressed concerns about the 'undesirable consequences' of free movement, pointing to the
perceived abuse of rights. In this context, the phenomenon of marriages of convenience is
viewed as a significant problem by policy makers, particularly with regard to admission of nonEU family members of (migrant) EU citizens. The CJEU has long recognised the right of Member
States to take measures in order to ensure EU freedoms are not exploited in a fraudulent or
abusive way. The concept of 'abuse of rights' has equally found its way into Directive 2004/38.
Nevertheless, the CJEU has set a very high standard for Member States to establish abuse in the
field of free movement of persons, leaving virtually no space for its operation. Marriages of
convenience have been regarded as the only exception. Furthermore, in light of the ever growing
concerns of Member State governments, the issue of marriages of convenience has become
increasingly addressed by EU institutions, which has resulted in a number of legislative
measures adopted in recent years. This paper will examine the extent to which the development
of the concept of marriages of convenience in EU law reflects the Member States' concerns with
regard to the alleged circumvention of national provisions, as well as explore challenges it may
create.

Monika Popow
Eva Zamojska
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań
The experience of motherhood of migrants in Poland
The relation between motherhood and migration has been of interest of many scholars
for several years. The existing research focus on relations between motherhood and labour
(Pratt 2012), reconfiguration of relations between migrant mothers and their children
(Madianou &Miller 2011), or, for instance, on colonial aspects of performing care work by
migrants in Western capitalist societies (Gutiérrez-Rodríguez, 2010). In the Polish context
attention is paid to the process of patologization of migrant mothers in public discourse in
Poland (Ślusarczyk, 2010; Urbańska 2010); transnational experience on motherhood (Urbańska
2015); perception of changing gender roles (Krasnodebska, 2013), or, in the context of
foreigners, to various experiences of migrants in Poland (Slany 2012). Although the existing
research analyse deeply various experiences of migrant mothers, little is said about pedagogical
aspects of transnational migration to Poland.
In December 2015 we conducted a group interview with female migrants from different
cultural backgrounds (Ukraine, Russia, Colombia, Ethiopia), during which we asked, how do they
perceive educational and family institutions in Poland. We focused on specific conditions of
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raising and educating children in a new, often culturally different, environment, formal and
informal relations, but also on migrants' perception of their role as migrant mothers in Polish
society. Indirectly we explored the issue of the perceived relation of the institution to migrant
mothers.
The gathered data indicate, form the one hand, awareness of cultural differences in terms
of defining upbringing, gender socialization differences, diversity of experiences, conditioned by
social ties and various relations with Poles (a role of a Polish partner), but also, from the other,
differentiation of experiences between migrant mothers resulting from their social position, race
and origins (global perspective).
In our presentation we are going to reconstruct the experience of motherhood and
bringing up children as expressed by female migrants in Poland, and analyse it in terms of its
pedagogical aspects.

Małgorzata Różańska-Braniecka
Jagiellonian University
ICORN Case Study – the City as a Sanctuary
Within the Strand 2 Refugee Families and Politics in Fortress Europe of the conference,
I would like to present both my practical experience as a culture manager working in an NGO
with persecuted artists in refuge, and the genesis and outline of my current Ph.D. research
devoted to The Role of Art, Religion, Spirituality and Rituals in the Acculturation Process.
Efficient Acculturation Strategies among Refugees – Case Study of the International Cities of
Refugee Network ICORN.
ICORN is an independent organisation of cities offering shelter to writers and artists at risk.
The network includes over 50 cities around the world and has offered shelter for more than 140
artists and their families. Working since 2011, on behalf of the Villa Decius Association, as the
coordinator of ICORN residencies in Kraków, I am personally responsible for the organisation
and implementation of Refugee-Writers' stays. In 2014, with the aim of enhancing my
competences, I carried out an introductory research among ICORN coordinators in over 40 cities
worldwide. The results have shown that some practices concerning dealing with RefugeeWriters' and their families which are implemented by ICORN, can be perceived as best practice
models. Due to the fact that the research was carried out only among coordinators, I decided to
conduct a further qualitative Ph.D. research with Refugee-Writers' from ICORN regarding their
acculturation process and focus more on the roles of art, religion, spirituality and rituals within
this process. The findings should enable the identification of efficient acculturation strategies
and a further creation of a broadly applicable work model comprising these strategies. During
the conference I would like to share my first-hand experiences as a coordinator, formal ICORN
network member and welcome all critical comments and ideas on my research plans.
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Day 2 – Saturday, 4th of June 2016
9.00 – 10.00
Plenary Session 3
Room 79
2nd floor
Anne White
UCL School of Slavonic and East European Studies
Chair: Krystyna Iglicka
Centre for International Relations, Lazarski University
Sending and receiving country perspectives on family migration
Anne White is Professor of Polish Studies at University College London School of Slavonic
and East European Studies. She has completed a number of research project on Polish migration,
including 'Family Migration as a Livelihood Strategy in Contemporary Poland' (British Academy,
2011), ‘Powroty do Polski i ponowne wyjazdy’ / ‘Double Return Migration’, and a study on the
links between long-term unemployment, poverty and migration, (PON London 2013). Anne has
published a monograph Polish Families and Migration since EU Accession (Bristol: Policy Press,
2011) and recently wrote about social remittances and migration (sub-)cultures (CEEMR 2016),
as well as Polish migration to the UK compared with migration elsewhere in Europe: a review of
the literature (Social Identities, 2016). She maintains the Polish Migration Website
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ssees/research/polish-migration.
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10.15 – 12.00
Panel 6
Room 79
2nd floor

Chair: Aleksandra Galasińska
University of Wolverhampton
Polish Migrant Families
Michelle Share
Liz Kerrins
Cayla Williams
Children’s Research Centre,
Trinity College Dublin
Poles apart, virtually connected
Emigrants’ engagement with ICT is a form of transnational family practice (Pustulka,
2015). Technological advancements in communication permit migrants to ‘strengthen and
deepen ties to multiple places’ (Ralph & Staeheli, 2011: 21) but cultural, economic and political
factors shape usage. Virtual, synchronous communication does not negate the emotional and
practical aspects of long distance relationships and desire for physical connection and care.
In Ireland, Polish people are the largest immigrant group. Despite growth of Polish
households, there has been little research attention to the family dimension, particularly how
families maintain relationships with extended family in Poland, and they how they use ICT to
support this. A qualitative study of 30 Polish mothers in Ireland examined ICT communication
strategies to maintain relationships and for support with extended family in Poland.
For most, grandparent contact was a regular activity through Skype. For some
grandparents’ Skyping meant learning new skills, whereas for older grandparents, engagement
with ICT was difficult. For babies and toddlers, it supported continuity with and familiarisation
of grandparents, important to underpin physical visits, particularly in families with pre-school
children. Engagement with Skype appeared to reduce as children got older; interest in sitting for
video chats was a priority mainly for parents and grandparents. For some families, particularly
at-home mothers caring for young children, Skype was almost a virtual presence and operated
as a background source of kinship care. Skype communication helped to maintain
intergenerational ties and demonstrate intergenerational solidarity to children. For some, it
lessened the possibility of connecting with others in the external physical environment.
Skype usage is socially defined; waxes and wanes over time; and is bolstered by a range
of polymedia, e.g. SMS, Facebook, Flickr, that provide a ‘background’ virtual presence that
supports transnational family connection and care.
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Anna Horolets
University of Gdańsk
“Doing family” through leisure mobility in transnational context
Leisure partakes in “doing family” by catering for its needs of cohesion as well as
adaptability (Zabriskie & McCormick 2004). At the same time family leisure is hardly
unproblematic “fun for all”. Feminist researchers have long pointed at the unequal distribution
of obligations and rewards during family leisure (Shaw 1992, 1997; cf. Frąckowiak-Sochańska
2010). Also, in the context of contemporary European societies where many jobs require
emotional labor, families increasingly treat their leisure instrumentally as an investment in
developing emotional intelligence (Rojek 2010), thus the boundary between work and leisure
blurs. Individual-centred projects of leisure put another constraint on family leisure (Samdahl
2005).
In transnational context too “doing family” through leisure involves unequal distribution
of responsibilities within families as well as a need to balance work and family life or reconcile
different ideas about what good life is. In the proposed paper I would like to focus on how
transnational families are “done” (and “undone”) as well as (re)imagined through the practices
of leisure mobility (recreational mobility and tourism, incl. visiting friends and relatives (VFR)
tourism). I would like to explore how leisure mobility is a venue for “doing family” by
transnational migrants. How transnational families are being re-invented through leisure
practices? What is specific about transnational family leisure? What are the patterns and
meanings of leisure mobility in transnational families, especially comparing “leavers” and
“stayers”? I will seek for the answers to these questions in the empirical material collected
among post-2004 Polish migrants in the West Midlands, UK, during the fieldwork in 2010-11 as
well as ensuing short stay visits and on-line research. My aim is to see how leisure is a part of
making and unmaking family in transnational context.

Justyna Bell
University of Social Sciences and Humanities in Wrocław
Marta Bivand Erdal
Peace Research Institute Oslo
Limited but enduring transnational ties? Transnational Family Life Among
Polish Migrants in Norway
This paper explores the transnational family life of Polish migrants in Norway, through
the analysis of the nature and extent of transnational practices and transnational identifications.
We draw on debates in migration studies on the limits of transnationalism and on transnational
parenting, both arguing for greater attention to the actual extent and nature of transnational
ties, as a way of securing the analytical value of the term ‘transnational’. The paper builds on
interviews and focus groups with 45 research participants in Bergen and Oslo (post-accession
migrants, but also earlier migrants, and descendants). It conceptualizes transnational family life
as: 1) transnational parenting and care responsibilities; 2) return visits and communication; and
3) changing relationship dynamics. The presentation will focus on the latter aspect of
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transnational family life in particular. We argue that the extent of ‘transnational’ family life
among Polish migrants in Norway in general should not be exaggerated. However, the analysis of
migrants’ transnational practices and transnational identifications demonstrates first,
a distinction between split households and migrant households, and second of all, how these
transnational identifications and practices are, in many cases, mutually constitutive dimensions.
We conclude that transnational identifications, and sporadic transnational practices, may
appear, as weak forms of transnational family life, but that these can also be understood as
enduring forms of migrant transnationalism.

Magdalena Ślusarczyk
Jagiellonian University
Randi Waerdahl
Agder Research
Stella Strzemecka
Jagiellonian University
Polish children and their parents adapting to a new school reality in Norway
When migrant children enter the educational system, they step into a world governed by
a specific construction of social and political ideologies, reflecting the type of citizenship the
nation wants to encourage. The character of the school also applies to the handling of migrant
children. In our presentation, we look at how Polish children and their parents adapt to the
Norwegian school as an “idea” and as a “practice”.
The formal missions and ideology of Norwegian and Polish school systems show similar
values and goals for education, yet the conceptualizations of education and traditions of
pedagogy differs. We found that the differences in conceptualizations are very much present in
parents’ and teachers’ ideas of education, and does indeed influence educational practices, both
how things are done in school, how teachers and parents perceive each other, how home school
collaboration is exercised and how school is experienced by the children. The main perceived
differences are in relation to academic knowledge versus problem solving skills, in authority
structures, in the division of tasks and responsibilities in the home-school collaboration and the
intersection between school life and home life. The process of adaptation of Polish children is
not solely about learning Norwegian language, but also a question of learning the complex
norms and values of various social actors. The stories shared by children show how important
the school is for the transmission of norms and values and what this means for an integration
into the new society.

Katarzyna Gmaj
Centre for International Relations
Polish migrants settling in Norway
People with Polish origin constitute not only the largest group of immigrants in Norway,
but also the largest group of immigrants in many Norwegian municipalities This presentation
shows different patterns of settlement choices and spatial experiences of Polish migrants and
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their families in Norway. On the basis of the analysed material, gather within the framework of
TRANSFAM project, it can be concluded that we are witnessing a process of settlement of Polish
migrants in Norway. Regardless of the initial plans, currently they see their future in Norway,
not in Poland. Their activities in Norway do not limit to work exclusively, they establish their
families there or gather family members, who used to live in Poland.
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10.15 – 12.00
Panel 7
Room 81
2nd floor

Chair: Ewa Krzaklewska
Jagiellonian University
Cross-border coupledom

Anita Brzozowska
Centre of Migration Research, University of Warsaw
Mixed marriages in the inequality nexus
Due to European Union enlargement, globalization processes and an increased diversity
of the migrant population partner market has been expanding considerably. In addition, the
right to marriage and the protection of the family are enshrined in the articles of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other international conventions. However, marriage practices
and marriage related migration streams are channelled not only by the preferences of marriage
candidates for certain characteristics of a spouse but also by social context and policies of both
receiving and sending countries. In the proposed paper I will examine implications of
citizenship, ethnic origin and legal status of immigrants who contracted mixed marriages in the
context of their integration and the development of managed migration systems. The analysis is
based on the results from a qualitative research project that was conducted in comparative
perspective on two groups of immigrants:
1) Ukrainian citizens married to Poles (who constitutes a large part of contemporary settlement
migration to Poland) and
2) Polish citizens who immigrated to the United Kingdom and contracted marriages with
Britons.
What makes this comparison interesting is that immigrants from Poland constitute intraEuropean transnational families while Polish-Ukrainian marriages are treated as the examples of
experiences of the third-country nationals in the European Union. In the proposed paper I will
analyse institutional factors such as regulation and requirements for mixed marriage
registration, naturalization procedures, immigration and integration policies in Poland and the
United Kingdom and identify potential similarities and differences in integration processes of
both groups presented in this paper.
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Francesca Romana Ammaturo
University of Roehampton
All you Need is Love? Critical Reflections on the Demonisation of 'Sham Marriages' in
the Age of Global Migration
In an age of increasing paranoia and stringent regulation of international flows of
migration, individuals resort to alternative practices to secure a right of entry in a desired
country. Marriage to a citizen of the desired host country is one of the strategic tools (Shantz
2004) that can be employed to circumvent the immigration system. These so-called 'sham
marriages', however, are often criminalised by the various nation states. Individuals, in
particular, are asked to prove the 'genuine' character of their relationships (Wray 2006). The
significance of this phenomenon, however, is not limited to the domain of migration, as it
requires a questioning of the contemporary the social, political and economic role of marriage
beyond the normalised paradigm of romantic relationships (Minow 1991).
In this regard, the paper seeks to answer the question of whether it is desirable or
reasonable to demonise 'sham marriages' in light of the fact that marriage is increasingly
configured as a privilege (Ammaturo 2014) rather than a right, and that individuals who are
deprived of the necessary social, cultural and economic capital, find it hard to legally migrate to
a country of choice. The paper will answer this question by means of a critical exploration of the
contradictions underlying the contemporary fetishization of marriage as the crowning of
romantic love. In particular, the paper will use the example of the recognition of same-sex
marriages to argue that the characterisation of marriage exclusively in terms of 'love' neutralises
the possible radical and alternative configurations of this institution.

Maja Biernacka
University of Białystok
Immigration and transnational families in Spain
The paper is dedicated to immigration and transnational families in Spain. The
contribution will be to present the legislative aspects, discuss social phenomena and analyse
crucial INE data which hinge on the intersection of immigration and family issues. The data
include: 1/the number of marriages which are referred to as matrimonios mixtos, i.e. the ones
which are contracted between a Spaniard and the other spouse being a foreigner, 2/the number
of marriages contracted in Spain between foreigners and 3/their share in the total number of
nuptials. Legislative aspects relate to the formal conditions which need to be fulfilled by
foreigners in order to enter into wedlock and the requirements concerning documentation on
the part of a Spanish citizen and a foreigner. What is important, the Spanish law allows
a marriage to be contracted between a Spanish citizen and a foreigner regardless of the status of
the latter. That is to say, the future spouse may be in a so-called irregular situation which grants
the right for undocumented immigrants to get married in Spain and eventually obtain
a residence permit.
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Joëlle Moret
Laboratory for the Study of Transnational and Social Processes,
University of Neuchâtel
Migrants’ descendants marrying across borders: social class, gender, and ethnicity in
transnational social fields
Based on an on-going qualitative study, the presentation will discuss the conditions
under which second-generation migrants in Switzerland engage in cross-border marriages. It
focuses on migrants’ descendants from a non-European country and whose partner was living in
the parents’ country of origin before the marriage. It analyses the transnational social fields in
which these marriages take place, in particular the gendered, ethnicised and classed
constructions about love, family, or a “good partner” that circulate in those fields. The paper
engages with the literature on the transnationalisation of social inequalities to tackle the
dynamics of social class across national borders, in intersection with other markers of social
differentiation. While the intersection of gender and ethnicity has been quite extensively
discussed in the literature on transnational marriages, the issue of social class remains somehow
under-researched. I argue that one reason for this lack of interest is that social statuses are
difficult to tackle in the transnational contexts, since migrants’ positions in one place (for
instance the country of residence) might not be consistent with their social positions in another
place (for instance the country of origin). Diachronic analyses of the data will help uncover how
gender, ethnicity and social class intersect in the lives of migrants’ descendants whose social
positions may differ depending on where they are evaluated. Two moments in particular will be
taken into account and analysed: the first is before the marriage (with a focus on the reflections
about the criteria guiding respondents’ search or choice of a partner). The second moment
relates to the (sometimes unexpected) changes that occur after the marriage and the arrival of
the spouse in Switzerland. The theoretical framework allows for complex and dynamic pictures
to emerge, in contradiction with the stereotypical images that circulate, in particular in political
and public discourses.

Viorela Ducu
Center for Population Studies, Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj Napoca
Displaying difference in mixed transnational couples
It seems that Romanians are more open to mixed nationality marriages than other
Eastern-Europeans (Robila, 2009). Through the intensification of Romanians’ migration during
the last decade, the number of mixed marriages by Romanian citizens also rose. This paper aims
to analyse the practices this type of family employs in order to be displayed “as a family” (Finch
2009, 2011) both in Romania and abroad.
The paper will include the following aspects:
1. The arrival of a “foreign” member into the family is accepted with different degrees of
intensity by the members of the extended family and requires new practices for functioning:
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adapting to new customs; accepting using a new language; negotiating different religious
backgrounds.
2. Displaying the difference of these mixed families must often be negotiated within the
community, especially when one of the partners must confront discrimination due to his/her
background (to be a Romanian married with a native in countries such as the UK, France or Italy,
where Romanian migrants are not perceived positively) or when the difference in religion is
quite evident and not well perceived: such as Romanian women at home married to Muslims
who adopt the specific clothing and need to confront the opinion of an overwhelmingly
Orthodox public.
3. The children born and raised in bi-national or ethnically mixed couples constituted through
marriage with a ‘foreigner” (either in the target country or with an immigrant in Romania)
represent a challenge in parenting style and educational decisions.
The research will be based on the qualitative analysis of data obtained through (live and online)
audio and video interviews with transnational family members and key persons from 4
communities (in Romania and abroad).

Troubling Times for Europe? Families, migration and politics
3-4 June, 2016, Kraków, Poland

29

10.15 – 12.00
Panel 8
Room 60
1st floor

Chair: Justyna Struzik
Jagiellonian University
Intergenerational Solidarity and Support

Mihaela Hărăguş
Viorela Telegdi-Csetri
Center for Population Studies, Babeș-Bolyai University of Cluj Napoca
Intergenerational Solidarity in the Context of Work Migration from Romania
Romania has a familialist welfare system (in the terms of Esping-Andersen, 1999), which
makes families responsible for their members’ welfare. Accordingly, Romanians have a powerful
sense of duty towards their family members, be they adult children who are in a difficult
situation or old parents, and the responsibility concerns both care needs and material help when
it is necessary. Reports of different surveys show that Romanians strongly rely on the family’s
support, in both of its forms: downward (from parents to children) and upward (from children
to parents). But what happens when children are at a considerable distance, even abroad? The
mutual help relationship between parents and children is disturbed by a phenomenon that has
a very large extent in Romania: work-related migration in other countries. Official records show
that in 2012 there were 2,341,263 persons who had emigrated (The Statistical Yearbook 2013),
amongst which 58% were aged between 25 and 45.
Our paper follows the track of care in the cases when adult children are migrants and the
elderly have stayed in the country. During this research we have employed multi-site qualitative
research in order to grasp the multiple facets of the phenomenon; thus, the field research has
been carried out in 6 settlements in Romania (3 urban, 3 rural). Participants to the research
have been elderly persons (over 60), whose children have left abroad.
We found that intergenerational solidarity continues to function even when amost
important structural factor, that is spatial proximity, is not present anymore. Even care, as
a form of support that requires the physical presence of the provider, continues to take place,
but with particular mutations: long visits of the parents abroad, respectively the transfer of care
towards someone else (another member of the family, apaid person or an institution). The
direction of the support - downward or upward - depends on the needs and opportunities of the
elderly parents and their migrant children.
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Łukasz Krzyżowski
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, AGH University
Circulation of old age culture(s) in transnational networks of Polish migrants
People are living longer in most parts of the world, and in some parts of the world, healthier
lives. On the one hand, global aging is a success story – it represents medical achievements and
advancement. On the other hand, aging affects economic situation (e.g. escalating pension
expenditures) and other issues such intergenerational relations or the ability of
states/communities/families to provide care. Ageing of societies changes also models of care
and images of older people in society especially when both international migration and aging are
analysed simultaneously. Transnational relations have intensified due to the development of
new communication technologies, relatively cheap and fast international flight connections and
(in some parts of the world) the liberalization of migration policy. Therefore, maintaining
contact with those left behind in the sending society is currently easier than ever before. People
migrating to another country with different models of elderly care – familialism by default,
supported familialism and de-familialisation (Saraceno and Keck 2010) - can transfer newly
acquired knowledge to sending society transforming family obligations and expectations
towards state in terms of providing care to older people. At the same time they may change care
patterns in receiving societies. Circulation of economic and social remittances can also change
social practices of older people in sending/receiving societies. Global circulation of concepts
such as ‘active aging’ or ‘successful aging’ can lead to development of “silver economy” on
a macro level but frustration and misunderstanding on a micro level of societies.
Based on TRANSFORmIG’s first wave interviews (N=130), the paper is dedicated to the
question of how social networks of Polish migrants in the UK and Germany transmit local
experiences of ageing, care obligations and ‘active ageing’ in receiving societies (UK, Germany).
New knowledge can be transferred transnationally via social networks changing Polish old age
culture(s).

Weronika Kloc-Nowak
Anna Kordasiewicz
Agnieszka Radziwinowiczówna
University of Warsaw
Transnational Spaces of Care – Migrant Families of the Elderly Poles
Intensifying spatial mobility poses a challenge to the family as the primary provider of
care for the elderly in sickness and frailty. In EU-10 nations, where family model of care
predominates, care deficit is likely due to the intensive out-migration since 2004. This paper
inquires about the prospective forms of care over the elderly in transnational families (TNF).
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We assume that physical proximity is not sine qua non condition of caring (Baldassar
2007:257–258). Drawing upon multi-sited transnational ethnographic research in Poland and
UK, we inquire into the forms of care the TNFs develop. We employ Kilkey and Merla’s (2013)
typology (direct provision with physical co-presence, direct provision at a distance, coordination
of support, and delegation of support) in order to trace configurations of care in TNFs of ageing
Poles. We argue that: (1) parents of the Polish migrants, still considerably young, often do not
yet call for personal assistance and they are often net contributors of care rather than only
receivers; (2) ageing parents facilitate reproduction of their migrant children; however, (3)
additional caring responsibilities of the ageing parents need to be taken into account in order to
explain transnational forms of care (e.g., over their own 85+ parents), which calls for re-thinking
of the concept of “sandwich generation”, (4) similar forms of care are developed in the TNFs and
families of internal migrants (should the distance impede visits on the daily basis). However,
instances of illnesses of ageing parents of migrants or emergencies already show how direct
provision of care is organized today. As we argue, informal non-kin social networks are
important actors in provision of care and should be taken into account in research on
configurations of care in transnational spaces.

Kasia Karpinska
Pearl Dykstra
Erasmus University Rotterdam
Intergenerational ties across borders: a typology of relationships of Polish migrants in
the Netherlands and their ageing parents
The question of how intergenerational relationships are maintained when family
members reside in different countries has been increasingly gaining scholarly attention.
However, those studies focus mostly on the so-called “old migrant” groups. The focus on the
“new migrants” from Central and Eastern Europe is still scarce. In this paper, we examine
structures of transnational relationships of Polish migrants in the Netherlands and their parents
living in Poland. To this goal, we performed latent class analysis using the Families of Poles in
the Netherlands (FPN) study.
In total, 1131 Polish migrants who entered the country after the EU enlargement in 2004
participated in the study. The data were collected between October 2014 and April 2015, among
a representative sample of registered Polish migrants in the Netherlands, aged 18-59. Following
earlier studies on child-parent relationships in transnational context, we combined information
on given and received emotional support, given financial support and frequency of contact (faceto-face and via social media). Moreover, we complemented the analyses with the information on
perceived child-parent conflict. Three types of transnational child-parent relationships were
distinguished: harmonious, obligatory and detached. Multinomial analyses showed that
characteristics such as gender, education and number of sibling were important predictors of
the relationship assignment.
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Michelle Share
Liz Kerrins
Cayla Williams
Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin
Negotiating intergenerational solidarity norms and practices across EU borders: family
support after childbirth within transnational Polish families in the Republic of Ireland
On foot of EU enlargement in 2004, the number of Polish people in the Republic of
Ireland swelled from 2,124 in 2002 to 122,585 in 2011, with Polish people now constituting the
largest immigrant population in Ireland. Their household structure is very dynamic. From 2006
to 2011, their age and gender structure shifted markedly to being younger, more gender
balanced, with an increased proportion of women of childbearing years. For Polish families in
Ireland, the experiences of childbirth and adaption to parenthood occur in the context of
dispersed family support networks when parents/grandparents and the extended family remain
in Poland.
Krzyzowski (2011) identifies the strength of familialism and intergenerational solidarity
amongst families in Poland, based on social expectations and cultural practice, and guided by the
norm of moral reciprocity. For Gedvilaitė-Kordušienė (2015) such norms interlink cultural
factors and actual intergenerational support. Questions then arise: how are expectations and
practices in relation to the intergenerational support provided by parents/grandparents in
Poland negotiated and experienced by the migrant families after childbirth? What is the role of
parents/grandparents in the provision of support following childbirth to the migrant family,
using Bengston’s model (2001) of functional and consensual solidarity? What strategies and
practices are adapted to bridge spatial distance given that structural and associational solidarity
appear compromised? Is moral reciprocity a source of tension for these transnational families?
Qualitative research by the Children’s Research Centre with 35 parents, primarily
mothers, of young children in Ireland explored these questions. What emerges is both continuity
and change in relation to the norms, expectations, and practices of intergenerational solidarity.
For some Polish families in Ireland, the ‘birth visit’ by parents/grandparents is an important
manifestation of functional solidarity, while other families use the opportunity provided by
migration to redefine relationships and the norms of consensual solidarity. It seems that norms
and practices are constantly under negotiation.
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13.00 – 14.00
Plenary session 4
Room 79
2nd floor

Sandra Torres
Uppsala University
Chair: Jolanta Perek-Białas
Jagiellonian University
Expanding our imagination on care through aging- and migration-informed
studies
Professor Torres is a critical social gerontologist who holds both a Professorship in
Sociology and the Chair in Social Gerontology at Uppsala University as well as a Guest
Professorship in Aging at Linköping University. She has conducted numerous studies that
problematize old age-related constructs and her main contributions to research on aging and
old age are based on studies that have aimed to expand the social gerontological imagination
through the use of knowledge gathered in the sociology of ethnicity/ migration, social work
and the caring sciences. Prof. Torres, who held one of the first ERA-AGE Future Leader of Aging
Research in Europe grants, is also one of the founders of, and Associate Editors for, one of the
first open-access journals in social gerontology: the International Journal of Ageing and Later
Life. Her latest books are edited collections published by Routledge in 2016: Ageing in Contexts
of Migration (co-edited with Ute Karl) and Older People and Migration: Challenges for Social
Work (co-edited with Sue Lawrence).
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14.15 – 16.00
Panel 9
Room 79
2nd floor

Chair: Rebecca Kay
University of Glasgow
Polish Migrant Motherhood

Paula Pustułka
Agnieszka Trąbka
Jagiellonian University
Private Empowerment and Public Isolation in the Stories of Migrant ‘Mother-Poles’
The paper discusses the meaning of Polish motherhood as intersected with power and
mobility. As the dominant feature of the Polish national identity, the ‘Mother-Pole’ (Matka Polka)
is presumed to be a well-known and well-understood category (Hryciuk, Korolczuk 2012:11).
According to Ostrowska, however, due to an exceptionally broad semantic scope and diversity
within representations (e.g. in public discourse vis-à-vis social research), Mother-Pole functions
as a particularly ‘void’ concept, with a stable signifiant but a context-dependent signifié
(2004:215). In this paper, we use evidence from interviews with Polish mothers (Pustułka 2015)
and transnationally raised children of Polish mothers (Trąbka 2014) to present the actual
experiences and consequences of either being a ‘Mother-Pole’ or being raised by one in the
context of international mobility and transnational setting.
We seek to shed light on how this particular type of motherhood and mothering is
interlinked with the issues of symbolic, social and cultural power. On the one hand, we study the
absence of maternal power attributed to the Mother-Pole’s compliance with patriarchy, selfsacrifice, traditionalism and vulnerability. Those traits can be seen as directly contributing to
women’s isolation and exclusion from the receiving society upon migration. On the other hand,
we challenge the notions of universal subservience and inferiority of the Mother-Poles by linking
our argument to the feminist revisions of private and public divide. We locate the Mother-Pole’s
maternal power in her home realm, wherein she sets the tone for the family life, socialization
and transmission of culture and values.
Ultimately, the Mother-Pole appears to be the one in control and benefiting from an
almost omnipotent power. We discuss the inherent contradictions of being isolated with regard
to the broader society abroad, yet having the potential to be privately empowered at home.
Therefore, we contribute to the definition of the Mother-Pole that goes beyond the position of
vulnerability and instead takes stock of its managerial and matriarchal power capacities.
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Magdalena Lopez Rodriguez
Independent researcher
Polish mothers as ‘Londoners’; neighbourhoods, schooling and migrant social
awareness
This paper addresses the Polish mothers’ insights into their relationship between their
home and the culture of their neighbourhoods. Based on 45 in-depth interviews carried out in
London between 2006 and 2009, I described processes, both social and emotional,
accompanying the mothers’ journeys to integration into the British society.
I examine here the ways in which the mothers theorize their localities through their
‘Polish’ lens, mark their cultural and social belonging and accommodate (creeping normalcy)
those new settings (neighbourhoods and schooling). The mothers always validate theorisation
and delineation of the new surroundings by their past in Poland, used as a point of reference for
the current state of affairs. Adaptation mechanisms are also brought to light in this presentation
and the emotional costs and identity re-enactments, that are associated with transgression
leading to the accommodation of new values and practices, are examined.
Following the discussion of the mothers’ liminality, I proceed to examine the mothers'
engagement with their neighbourhoods and explore how they self- define in social and cultural
terms and on what basis they theorise and 'other' other groups within the host society. I also
attempt to trace their ‘crossing’ or ‘mobility’, which relates to geographical, social (such as
networks) and cultural spaces, that is moving beyond familiar cultural order. Finally, I critically
assess the dimension of class within the scope of geographical settings and I argue the
importance of socio-economic identity as juxtaposed to ethnic in the adaptation process. It has
been determined that during the migrants’ integration, the hybridisation of identities is
a prominent feature and that the socio-economic identity becomes decisive in the formation of
networks as opposed to ethnic identity.

Anna Łobodzińska
Jagiellonian University
Where, when & why? Childbearing plans and decisions of Polish female migrants in
Norway
The paper addresses the issue of relation between migration and childbearing decisions
and intentions of Poles living in Norway. The choice of time and place in fertility decisionmaking process is analysed in the context of migration histories, reasons for migration, as well
as future mobility plans. The study is based on the results of mixed-methods research conducted
in 2014-2015 among Polish female migrants living in Norway. The sample of women aged 18-39
was recruited using snowball and convenience sampling with multiple starting points.
Sequential strategy with priority given to quantitative survey (n=217) followed by semistructured in-depth interviews (n=14) was employed.
The results show that timing of procreative decisions around the time of migration varies
due to the reason of migration, marital status of respondent, as well as children already born.
For respondents, who had a child before migration, the mobility occurred in a relatively early
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stage of family formation process. However, a concentration of births shortly after migration can
be observed. This concerns mostly women migrating to join their husbands or partners. An
opposite evidence is observed regarding respondents who had one child upon arrival to Norway
– only few of them proceeded to the second birth. More than half of respondents with positive or
uncertain fertility intentions want to give birth to their next child in Norway. More importantly,
majority of women planning a long-term stay in Norway still has positive or uncertain
childbearing intentions. However, this high percentage of women intending to have a child in
Norway, as well as large share of respondents claiming that childbearing decision-making
process was or would be easier in Norway, is accompanied by rather ambiguous attitudes
towards the idea of preference for raising children in Norway rather than in Poland.

Natalia Mazurkiewicz
University of Limerick
Polish Femininities and Masculinities: Constructions of Gender Identities in Migration
The paper demonstrates the usefulness of Bourdieu’s social theory in migration studies
by determining how the Polish gender habitus produces particular embodied dispositions. In
case of the participants in my study these were, for example, the emphasis of physicality and the
body and investments in certain values, such as motherhood and being a ‘good worker’. At the
same time, however, this habitus also acts as a strategizing and accruing self-construction
mechanism; a model of generation and accumulation of certain types of recognition capital. The
aim of the paper is to unpick the workings of this migrant habitus and to shed some light on how
it may affect migrant lifestyles and their perceptions by the receiving community. Via a focus on
habitual reproduction, on the one hand, and the accrual and conversion of gender (feminine and
masculine) capital, on the other, I identify the values generated by the gender habitus and
examine the ways in which migrants generate symbolically meaningful forms of cultural capital
in order to fit in the community and feel good about themselves; to ‘play the game’ and ‘feel like
fish in the water’. However, I also demonstrate how these capitals are consistently denigrated in
migration, especially with regard to the fact that, as working class and as migrants, the
participants are trapped within a negative symbolic frame.

Sylwia Urbańska
University of Warsaw
Postmodernisation of the poor. The case of transnational mothers from Poland
(1989-2010)
One could establish two oppositional points on the scale of involvement of migrantmothers in relations and care with theirs children left in the care of others. On the one side there
is a place for migrant-mothers who break up all attachments with their children and families.
These mothers live among migrants communities but still is difficult to find any cases which
have been analyzed in the literature about migrations and families. In turn, on the other contrary
side there is place for transnational mothers. Nowadays enormous amount of research describe
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diversified variants and contexts of conducting this kind of engaged care relations. But between
these oppositional sides ‘mothers who abandon’ vs. transnational mothers one could find
another category. It encompass all biographical situations of migrant-mothers who despite of
engagement in the lives of theirs children – and against migrant-mothers will – lost contact with
children for many years. One could find quite a lot of such cases during ethnographical sampling
but unfortunately the latter category has been discussed only on the margins of transnational
research too.
In this paper I intend to discuss three issues related to the typology, which I proposed
above. First, I would like to address the question whether the existing body of research captures
all the subversive nature and the complex structure of the transnational mothering
phenomenon? Second, what kind of gender revolution could we speak about, if we broadened
the scope of women experiences? Third, what I mean by the term of ‘postmodernisation of the
poor’?
The discussion is based on the results of my research, focused on the experiences of
Polish transnational mothers, whose biographical experiences of migration and living longdistance lives with their children span over two decades of post-socialist transformation (19892010). The ethnographic research was conducted in Polish (villages and small towns) and in the
migrant communities in Belgium.
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14.15 – 16.00
Panel 10
Room 81
2nd floor

Chair: Stella Strzemecka
Jagiellonian University
Migrants and Education
Karolina Barglowski
Bielefeld University
Parental Effect and Ethnic Penalty: Migrant Children from Poland in the German school
system
The on-going high numbers of Polish migrants to Germany raise awareness to the impact
of migration on children's future prospects. Main determinant of future prospects is children's
education success, which is in Germany often challenged, as parents are faced with one of the
most unequal education systems in the OECD. It is associated with a high parental effect and
ethnic penalties, such as institutional discrimination and late arrival penalty. Main reasons for
these inequalities are the early track of children into vocational or academic programs and the
large spaces for parents' decision making, most pervasive during the status passage from
primary to secondary school. Based on qualitative research I will show what parents expect of
their children's education and how they interact with the German school system. The results
clearly indicate that migrant parents display fairly equal education orientations for their
children, aiming their children to attend Gymnasium, the highest secondary school form in
Germany. However, parents have very different opportunities in placing their children in the
school system, understood as using their spaces of decision making, which depends on their
cultural capital and concomitant habitual self-esteem. Also, families with lower cultural capital
are affected more by inequalities within families in terms of age of children by migration and
parents’ gender. In this respect my study contributes to the study of transnational social
inequalities, and the inequalities of the German schooling system.

Malgorzata Kulakowska
Jagiellonian University
Polish young migrants in the UK – in search for the sense of belonging
The presentation would focus on the theme of migrants’ belonging basing on the
experience of Polish migrants in the United Kingdom in their teenage years. The paper would
include the discussion of the British schooling discussion, British integration policies as well as
Polish communities’ strategies adopted to maintain Polish national identity.
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The author would refer to her own qualitative research conducted in England, as well as
similar projects carried on immigrant youth. The main research questions relevant for this
particular presentation would focus around the notion of “being at home” and fostering ties with
the closest ones. From this angle, the choices of choosing the significant others would be
analysed.

Aneta Pac
University of Bedfordshire
Psychological well-being of Polish migrant young adults – the impact of family
dynamics
In 2015 over 780,000 Polish-born people were estimated to be residents in the UK. The
recent Census (2011) in England and Wales showed that Poles are the second largest foreignborn nation in England, and that Polish is the second most often used language in the UK.
Therefore this study explores the experiences and challenges encountered by young Polish
people (aged 16-24) who emigrated, with their families, to the UK within the last 6 years and
therefore started their journey entering the education system during their secondary school
years.
After migration, family relationships are altering due to changes in financial status,
responsibilities given to each family member, unfamiliar environments, and level of English
proficiency. This may affect the psychological well being of children in many ways (Biblarz &
Gottainer, 2000). A qualitative study was designed to explore this subject. Semi- structured
interviews with six people who moved to the UK with their families were conducted and
analysed using innovative Narrative Approach – Voice-Centred Relational Method. Previous
studies on Polish children mostly focused on their education (Moskal, 2010), and there are
a limited number of studies in the context of family relationships after migration.
Therefore, the primary focus of this study is to enhance the understanding of how family
relationships are changing when families start a new life in a new country, and how this affects
the psychological well-being of young adults. The present study gives more perspective on the
young Polish migrants’ experience of adjusting to a new life in the UK, the issues and challenges
they faced, the changes in family systems and dynamics, and the issues around accessing and
using counselling and therapy in the UK.
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Michelle Share
Liz Kerrins
Cayla Williams
Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College Dublin
Ethnic Identity and Heritage Language Maintenance among Second Generation Polish
Children Growing Up in Ireland
Significant Polish migration to Ireland following the EU enlargement in 2004 has
resulted in Ireland’s largest immigrant population by nationality and a cohort of secondgeneration Polish children growing up in Ireland. While migration research thus far has focused
predominantly on the migration and work experiences of first-generation migrants, more recent
qualitative research has begun to explore the heritage language maintenance strategies of
migrant families with Irish-born children.
There remain, however, limitations to the depth and scope of such research in Ireland.
Previous research has established the role of immigrant parents in negotiating the ethnic
identification of second-generation children. Nevertheless, the transmission of ethnic identity
and heritage language and the role of integration among Polish families in Ireland are under
researched.
This study examined the transmission of ethnic identity and heritage language among
second-generation Polish children growing up in Ireland through qualitative interviews with 30
Polish migrant mothers who emigrated to Ireland around the time of the EU enlargement in
2004. The findings reveal the role of both the family and national domains in the transmission of
ethnic identity and heritage language, and emphasised the link between language and identity.
Obstacles to transmission were identified associated with children’s age and integration into
Irish childcare and school systems.
Findings also highlighted the cultivation of hybrid identities in second-generation
children and the factors that lead to the favouring of either the Polish or the Irish identity,
including the role of extended family, parental integration and ethnically mixed marriages. This
study provides groundwork for future research addressing the transmission of ethnic identity
and heritage language among second-generation Polish migrant children as well as a foundation
for policy recommendations aimed at informing Language Education Policy in Ireland.

Maja Jankowska
Aneta Pac
Ana Gabriela Christian
Jon Rainford
Sarah Coleman
University of Bedfordshire
‘Bilingual Creative Writing Clubs’: developing bilingual children’s literacy, confidence
and self-esteem. A case study from Bedford, UK
This presentation will report on the Bilingual Creative Writing Club project piloted in
two local schools in Bedford, UK.
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The rationale for this project came from the body of literature which shows that
educational policy and public opinion often discourage the use of children’s home languages in
the classroom (Safford & Drury, 2013), without realising that there is great potential for the
transfer of literacy, numeracy and other skills between the languages (Nag et al., 2014). Many
teachers may also be unaware of the impact of the first language on a child’s identity, self-esteem
and confidence (Krashen & McField, 2005). Children for whom English is not their first language
are often seen as ‘problematic’ (requiring additional support) and at risk of underachieving –
therefore the focus tends to be on remedial work and getting them up to scratch with English.
This means that EAL children are often seen through the lenses of deficit and their skills and
talents are left untapped (Jankowska, 2015).
This project moved away from the traditional focus on English and instead focused on
bilingual children’s strengths and abilities, providing a safe forum for showcasing their language
skills and validating their home languages, which, in turn, could lead to an increased sense of
inclusion and self-worth. It involved bi/multilingual children from two schools in Bedford in
writing bilingual stories over the course of 11 weeks in 2015/2016. Learners were developing
their bilingual stories during weekly sessions under the guidance of the University of
Bedfordshire’s staff and students - in partnership with schools.
We would like to discuss our approach to recognising and supporting the use of mother
tongues within the English monolingual school environment and provide evidence for its
positive influence on bilingual children’s literacy and overall confidence, self-esteem and
bilingual identity.
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14.15 – 16.00
Panel 11
Room 60
1st floor

Chair: Justyna Bell
University of Social Sciences and Humanities in Wrocław
Migrant Welfare & Policies

Natasza Kosakowska-Berezecka
Magdalena Żadkowska
University of Gdańsk
Adjusting to EQUALITY - examples of practices and attitudes change among Polish
migrants in Norway
Norway is considered to be model gender egalitarian country where there’s visibly more
equal share of household duties and parental roles between partners than in other European
countries. In countries scoring high on gender equality (such as Norway) women and men can
enjoy more freedom to move across the lines of gender stereotypes. As a result their household
practices tend to be less gendered than e.g. Poland. As labour market dynamics, government
policies, as well as dominant values and norms in the majority culture, may offer opportunities
for both men and women to find alternative household arrangements it was thus interesting for
us to analyse the differences within patterns of gender equality practices and work-life balance
strategies within Polish families in two countries – home country and host country, differing
with regard to gender equality indices and gender egalitarianism practices.
In our study 36 couples took part in the research where both in-depth interviews and
questionnaires were used to analyse values and attitudes towards gender roles. We have
focused on domestic practices of Polish couples living both in Poland and in Norway and we
have also measured their willingness to share household duties.
Our results show that domestic practices have changed after migration into more egalitarian
ones especially among couples that declare egalitarian values and perceive the migration as the
process of development of their relationship.
The research leading to these results has received funding from the Polish-Norwegian Research
Programme operated by the National Centre for Research and Development under the Norwegian
Financial Mechanism 2009-2014.
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Kinga Papież
Emma Carmel
Bozena Sojka
University of Bath
Are social rights as selective privilege not universal right for the EU citizens?
In this paper we assess how EU citizens’ social rights are transnationally regulated, and
with what implications for mobile citizens in practice. We argue that mobile and transnational
Polish citizens and their families must organise their welfare in a contingent social space, which
significantly undermines the idea of EU citizenship as a source of social citizenship and rights.
We focus on the specific case of the right to transnationally access social benefits for
families of Polish migrants to the UK. We contend that the joint enactment of EU and national
regulations on social protection has paradoxical implications in our transnational case. On the
one hand, it has the effect of creating a highly specified set of EU rules, which organise the
distribution of benefits to transnational families as a social right. On the other hand, these
regulations are in practice very complex, and applied in a UK environment strongly oriented to
national social rights and restricting access to social benefits.
UK political discourse is hostile to social rights for EU migrants, and this has also
featured in the UK’s negotiation of the terms of its EU membership. Drawing on empirical
interpretive policy analysis of EU and national regulations, supporting guidelines and documents
from Poland and the UK, as well as interviews with decision-makers and policy experts, we
identify barriers for migrants to access family benefits transnationally. Our findings show the
different types of conditions, which have to be fulfilled by Polish migrants’ families to achieve
benefits from social security system. Those types are: residency requirements; period and
continuity of migrants’ contribution to the social security system; and institutional, conditions.
Therefore, the research shows that the result is a complex of requirements and conditions,
which together form barriers for migrants to claim benefits.

Dóra Gábriel
Hungarian Demographic Research Institute, University of Pécs
Hungarian Health Professionals in Norway: Benefits of Being a Member of a
Transnational Family
In the last decade, significant amount of Hungarian health professionals left their country
of origin and moved to Western and Northern Europe, creating an indisputable shortage in this
highly specialized professional field in Hungary. The mass emigration of care workers and health
professionals not only imperils basic health services in Hungary, but also transforms family
structure in the concerned households by increasing breadwinner care worker mothers among
Hungarian labour migrants.
My research deals with Hungarian health professionals employed in Norway; with
a special emphasis on the transnational care they provide their family with through migrant
remittances. The qualitative analysis reveals the connection between the migrants’ familial–
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network background, and the forms of transnational care financed by international transfers.
Data were gathered by conducting sixteen half-structured interviews with Hungarian physicians
and nurses in Norway. Results show that migrant remittances sent from Norway to Hungary are
efficient tools for transnational care.
Migrant remittances encourage investments in relatives’ education and health services,
reduce the family’s risk of poverty, increase the standard of living of the family members left at
home. Findings show that migrant remittances have greater impact on the beneficiary family’s
social mobility and poverty reduction from the lower-middle class than from higher-middle
class. Collective remittances are presented in a smaller amount, but occur particularly among
health professionals with higher social status. Symbolic remittances are strongly connected to
ethnic Hungarian nurses employed in Norway, and uniquely associated with materialistic
investments. Although interviewees are not present daily to care for their children or elderly
parents left in the country of origin, I conclude that concerned families strongly benefit from
being a member of a transnational family, by receiving better services and having the chance for
higher living standards.

Eugene Guribye
Agder Research
Cooperation as the key to inclusion
During the 1980s, a remarkable cooperation between Polish refugees and the Norwegian
civic society and ordinary citizens took place. This mutual cooperation contributed towards
establishing bridging social capital among the Polish refugees, and in ensuring the inclusion of
these refugees in the Norwegian society. In this paper, I will analyse this process in a historical
perspective and in relation to the on-going refugee crisis, and discuss how this cooperation may
represent a model for the inclusion of refugees in European societies.

Ewa Krzaklewska
Paula Pustułka
Jagiellonian University
Lihong Huang
NOVA (Norwegian Social Research)
Oslo and Akershus University College of Applied Sciences
Migrating towards gender equality? Comparing survey data on gender attitudes of
Polish migrants and non-migrants
The paper revisits the debate on the relationship between international mobility and
progress in the realm of equality between men and women. Engaging with the hypothesis
claiming that moving to a more gender-egalitarian country leads to more emancipatory
strategies and progressive changes within family/couple dynamics, we examine survey datasets
of GEQ and Transfam studies. While GEQ – Gender Equality and Quality of Life project featured
a representative sample of the Polish population, the Transfam research on “doing family” in the
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Polish-Norwegian transnationality has collected responses to a web-survey from Polish migrant
couples and parents in Norway. In this paper, we analyse and compare both gender equality
attitudes and family practices of Poles in Poland vis-à-vis Poles in Norway. We discuss opinions
about the meaning and necessity of equality, as well as determine the actual declared gendered
divisions of labour among migrant and non-migrant couples. Ultimately, we identify various
factors that facilitate or hinder the shift towards gender equality for Poles, as well as point to the
effects of moving from Poland to Norway - arguably “the most gender-equal country in the
world”.
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16.15 – 17.15
Panel 12
Room 79
2nd floor

Chair: Lihong Huang
NOVA (Norwegian Social Research),
Oslo and Akershus University College of Applied Sciences
Migrant Motherhood and Fatherhood
Anna Dolińska
University of Warsaw
The Challenges of Being A Single Migrant Mother
Migration is discernibly an act of risk-taking, involving the relocation to a different
country, securing employment, learning a new language, facing the separation from family and
friends, and in many cases facing the unknown and the unfamiliar. Frequently, the children of
migrant mothers are left in the home country under the care of the non-migrant family
members, with the mother providing transnational care. However, taking the decision of
including the child in the migration process means rising to an additional challenge. Apart from
facing the ‘common’ migration risk, the mother is on her own, physically separated from the
familiar and from the members of her local care-chain, and has to organize childcare by herself
in the new country.
In the presentation I will attempt to take single motherhood beyond the national
borders. I would like to explore the process of doing family in the single-parent migrant
households basing my observations on two different case-studies, one in which migrating with
the child was the mother’s conscious decision and part of her biographical plan, and the other
when it was the unexpected result of a complex socio-political and family situation. I will focus
on the risks involved in the transnational single motherhood and the strategies of dealing with
the challenges which are inherent in the child-raising process.
The case studies are chosen from interviews conducted within my on-going PhD
research, whose primary focus is on professional biographies and experiences of
entrepreneurial, white-collar female migrants from post-Soviet countries (mainly from Ukraine
and Belarus) to Poland.
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Magdalena Gajewska
Magdalena Żadkowska
University of Gdańsk
Pregnancy, Labour and migration. Polish narration about giving birth in Norway
In frame of PAR Migration project we asked Polish couples about their perinatal
experience. Stories about childbirth are mostly stories told by women and science. They are
a part of the repertoire of archetypical and mythological mother, constituting a variation of
cultural narrative about the beginning of life. Pregnancy and labour a biographically
episodic time when the body becomes the centre of family world. In this presentation we analyse
selected narrations of women and their partners about their experience of pregnancy, childbirth
and maternity that they had in Norway. We compare it with narrations about labour experiences
that they had in Poland. In the analytical process we focus on the somatic motifs, but also on the
communication between medical care and polish couples. We try to describe social interactions,
which dominate in the world of polish women expecting a baby in Norway, how migration is
influencing their visions of parenting care.
As final case we would like to analyse the idea how changing culture of living can
influence narration about birth, what is character of the story that gave polish migrants. That’s
why we apply theoretical tools developed in the field of cultural theory (Douglas, Wildawsky,
Thompson) in order to describe and scrutinize basic sociocultural contexts, which have an
impact on the interpretation of pregnancy and delivery, by Polish migrants that gave birth in
Norway.

Iulia-Elena Hossu
Research Centre for Population Studies, Babeş-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca
“Who am I and where is my home” or Building an Identity. The Case of Transnational
Families
Nowadays, transnational families are in the social environment of all European
countries. Space, relations, identity and family practices have restructured and redefined
together with this new kind of family. Thereby, the family assumes new dimensions. It halts
between two axis: the presence and the absence of one of its members. The existing researches
draw attention upon the importance of studying and knowing of this social reality.
By this paper we have in mind to discuss the practices which define the space and
existing relations inside this kind of family. Moreover, the study illustrates the modality through
which relations inside this kind of families are redefined and their identities are rebuilt.
Members of this new type of families are traped between questions like:
1. Who am I? Am I a Romanian? Am I an Italian/American and so on?
2. Where is my home? What does it means home for me?
The paper is based on a research project started in 2015. The main objective of this
research is to study the way in which transnational families manage the inconveniences they
confront through the fact that they are „different” from the classical family.
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Justyna Sempruch
Women Matter: Foundation for Women’s Issues, Rights and Affairs
Feminist Network of Love Studies, Orebro University
Dislocations, Borders and Biographies of Love
In the early nineties, as a Polish (labelled: Eastern European, read: economically
underdeveloped, politically suspicious) ‘woman’, I found myself among many women emigrants
caught in the intersectional space of patriarchies, which, practically speaking, with few exceptions,
embraced motherhood, housekeeping, and/or a low-paid working place. I soon realized that
I represented a vast (although abstract and quite masculine) cultural body of Eastern Europe, and
bore an imprint of a huge territory without wanting it, or even knowing what I represented, simply
because of my passport, language and accent. For many years, and despite my various attempts of
resistance, this labelling, entrenched in the construct of ‘origin’ that migrants are often expected to
represent, remained central to my identity. Homecomings? Do they happen for real? Physically,
I did return to my home country. At ‘home’, nobody asked me about my ‘Polishness’ (where does it
stop?), and I have become a ‘new’ stranger: as a woman, as a mother, and, simply, as an idea.
This paper intertwines my personal biography and research work on transnational/
migrant parenting in Canada and Europe, covering two distinct periods of space and time. The
first period (2004-2008) refers to my empirical research funded by the Swiss National
Foundation and traces the experiences of migrant parents (of transnational background, but
with strong focus on Poles) in the urban settings of Vancouver, Edmonton, Toronto, London and
Zurich. The second period (2010-2014) – within the scope of my grass-root engagement and
research work at the Women Matter Foundation in the region of Warsaw – focuses on
‘transnational/Polish’ families who returned to Poland after many years of e/migration.
My comparative analysis of these two contexts culminates in the discussion of the
changes in the perception, meanings as well as in the actual enactments of ‘family’ as a socioemotional bond of love. I focus, in particular, on the ways in which crossing of cultural
boundaries and territorial borders destabilizes normative modes of national and ‘privatised’
belonging, how it allows parents (families) to negotiate ambiguity of identifications, and to
abandon both the restrictions and the privileges of belonging.

David Ramírez Plascencia
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University of Guadalajara
Making the Americas: Contemporary Spaniard migration and family concerns on social
media discourse in Mexico and Spain
The present paper focuses on reviewing the recent phenomenon of economic
immigration trend from Spain to Mexico and, some cases the return to Europe after some years.
More in particular, this work pays attention to the social media discourse related with national
and binational families living in Spain and forced due to economic concerns to travel and settle
in Mexico, and the posterior return to Spain.
As methodological basis this research puts special emphasis on gathering, categorizing
and analysing information published on online forums and Facebook closed groups related with
education, labour, criminality and other social-cultural facts that are important when a family
decides to change their way of living and move to an unknown territory. A general overview
inside these virtual sites has revealed, the construction of solidarity exchange chains between
Spaniards living in Mexico for many years and those who are in process of moving to the “new
continent”. Those chains have helped to share crucial information between members about
social and economical situations in both sides of the Atlantic.
Another important point exposed by data mining is the fact that when dealing with
realities about criminality and economic concerns there are important discrepancies not only
between novel migrants, who get most of their information from traditional media firms like
newspapers and television news, and from Spaniards living for a very long time in the country
but amid the long length individuals living in different Mexican states. This fact gives important
data that gives some light to elucidate the dilemma of media and eyewitness information and
perception, especially when dealing with migrating family members’ concerns about criminality,
labor and economical situation.

Maria Schube
Eveline Reisenauer
Research Center for Transnational Social Support (TRANSSOS),
University of Hildesheim
Transnational partnership formation – Constructions of relationship between
individual ideas and societal requirements
The focus of this contribution is on processes of partnership formation and marriage
across national borders. While spouse and family reunification was the dominant type of family
migration during the ‘guest worker’ era, currently an increasing shift towards marriage
migration and family formation has become obvious in the European Union. Despite the
associated growing literature on transnational marriages, little is known about how the private
life of couples is affected by the circumstances of migration. We examine partnership formation
and marriage in a transnational setting from the perspective of couples who were not residing in
the same country prior to marriage. Based on narrative interviews with individuals and couples,
as well as observations during the interviews, relationship stories and interactions between the
actors are analysed. The data provides insight into partner choice and formation at different
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phases of the migration process. It will be shown that negotiation processes between the couple
take place, whereby individual ideas and wishes of partnership continuously are to be brought
together. Moreover, the social environment of the couple shapes the arrangement of partnership
before and after migration. This includes familial and societal expectations, mobility and
geographical distance, and legal regulations on migration. For example, the living together of
partners in one country is shaped by state regulations, which distinguish between EU citizens
and third country nationals. Altogether, the couples have to develop their own strategies in
dealing with societal, multilocal and legal requirements.
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